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Indigenous Ways of Knowing



Sources and Origins



INDIGENOUS LAW
• Exists as a source of law apart from common and 

civil legal traditions in Canada
• Indigenous law exists apart from Aboriginal law
• But these sources of law are interconnected



INDIGENOUS LAW and TREATIES
• International agreement between 

states
• Written form
• Governed by international law



INDIGENOUS LAW and TREATIES
• Agreement between sovereign states
• Binding in international law
• Commonly called ‘agreements’, 

‘conventions’,
• ‘Protocols’, ‘ covenants’, or ‘exchanges of 

letters’



ABORIGINAL LAW
• Found in colonial instruments, i.e. Royal 

Proclamation of 1763
• Constitution Acts 1867 and 1982
• Indian Act



SOURCES of INDIGENOUS LAW
• Legal orders rooted in Indigenous 

societies
• From communities and Indigenous 

groups
• Includes relationship to the land



SOURCES of INDIGENOUS LAW
• Relationship to Spirit World
• Creation Knowledge, customs, rules
• Processes of deliberation and 

persuasion



SOURCES of INDIGENOUS LAW
• Codes of conduct
• Teachings
• Axioms for living and governing
• (Source: Estella White, 

http://jfklaw.ca/making-space-for-
indigenous-law/)

http://jf/


INDIGENOUS LAW
• What tadoo?
• “Sneak-up” dance
• Ownership in the 

mind
• Ownership in the 

heart



INDIGENOUS LAW
• Ceremony
• Markers
• Talk the Talk, Walk the 

Walk



INDIGENOUS LAW
• Ask those 

Above
• Ask those 

Below
• Ask the Land



“The right to housing is not just a rallying cry. It, 
like human rights more generally, offers concrete 
standards that can be implemented and 
measured for progress.”

– UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Adequate Housing



Where does the right to housing come from?

International agreements citing economic and social rights:

• UN Declaration of Human Rights (1954)

• International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (1976)

• UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (2010)

• International Covenant on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(2010)
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The right to adequate housing  in 
international law

7 essential features of 

adequate housing:

i.

ii.

Legal security of tenure

Availability of services and 

materials

i. Affordability
ii.Habitability
iii.Accessibility
iv.Location
v.Cultural adequacy

Principles of the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and 
Cultural Rights

• Progressive realization
• Maximum available resources

• Human Rights Goals and Timelines (i.e., ending homelessness in the 

shortest possible time)

The right to adequate housing is not just about 
housing programs but also about legal 

protections of housing rights, tax measures, 
planning, and regulation of investors.
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The 2019
National 
Housing 
Strategy Act

“The right to adequate housing is a fundamental 
human right… essential to the inherent dignity and 
well-being of the person and to building 
sustainable and inclusive communities.”



Canada’s Blueprint for a Renter Bill of Rights

Building on the National Housing Strategy, the National Housing Strategy Act (2019) commits the government to

further the progressive realization of the right to adequate housing as recognized in the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Key elements of the right to adequate housing means that housing 

must:

• Provide occupants with a degree of tenure security, guaranteeing legal protection against forced evictions, harassment and other threats;

• Come with available services and infrastructure, such as drinking water, sanitation, and energy;

• Be affordable, with costs that do not threaten the enjoyment of other human rights;

• Be habitable, offering adequate space free of threats to physical safety;

• Be accessible, addressing the specific needs of disadvantaged and marginalized groups;

• Be in a location that is not polluted or dangerous and where employment opportunities and public services are available; and,

• Be culturally adequate, taking into account expression of cultural identity.



What is one word that you think of when you 
hear the “right to housing”?
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What work or lived experience are you 
joining the session with?
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Which Province or Territory do you live in?
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Do you feel renters in your province or 
territory have enough protections?
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What questions do you have about renter 
protections?
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Fireside Chat



@R2HNetwork National Right to Housing Network

@R2HNetwork

Michèle Biss, Executive Director
michele@housingrights.ca

housingrights.ca

Thank You! Sign up for the NRHN 
Newsletter here!

mailto:michele@housingrights.ca
http://housingrights.ca/


INDIGENOUS LAW
• Na haaw, mii sa iw. K’chi miigwech.
• Marie McGregor Pitawanakwat
• Chair, National Indigenous Women’s 

Housing Network
• Co-Chair, Women’s National Housing and 

Homelessness Network
• Email: marie@womenshomelessness.ca

mailto:marie@womenshomelessness.ca


@HousingRightsCA

@ CanadianCentreforHousingRights

@CanadianCentreforHousingRights

HousingRightsCanada.comKeep in touch
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