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ABOUT THE
URBAN INDIGENOUS ACTION GROUP

* Brief History
o Inspired and guided by the MMIWG2S+ National Inquiry Final Report

* Our Approach: MISSING AND MURDERED
INDIGENOUS WOMEN,
GIRLS AND 2SLGBTQQIA+

NATIONAL ACTION PLAN

o Forever document with 5-year priorities
o Genocide: stopping it, preventing it and support healing those who experienced it.
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Fundamental transformation of systems and society

URBAN PATHTO
RECLAIMING POWER
AND PLACE, REGARDLESS
OF RESIDENCY

Urgency to support local /regional /national responses
Focus on rights and responsibilities |
Detine: Urban and Co-development b
4-Baskets of Rights: Culture, Health, Security and Justice

8-Pathways - Urban approach to end violence
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URBAN DEFINITION

First Nations

Living in small, medium and large communities.
including rural, isolated and remote communities, which are:

or outside

. off reserve
of Inuit Nunangat.

Outside of their home community,
community of origin or settlement

Illustrations provided by Jessica Plummer of Bridge Building Group




2025 NATIONAL SUMMIT

HONOURING LIVES, UPHOLDING RIGHTS: ADVANCING JUSTICE
FOR INDIGENOUS WOMEN, GIRLS AND 2SLGBTQQIA+ COMMUNITIES

* February 3-5, 2025 Ottawa, Ontario at the Delta City Centre
* 123 participants from over 40 urban Indigenous organizations
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INNOVATIVE AND SUSTAINABLE
HOUSING SOLUTIONS

The ‘Housing as an Indigenous Human Right’ break out session highlighted the urgent need for a
fundamental shift in how housing is defined, delivered, and governed for Indigenous communities.

Participants emphasized that housing is not just a basic need but a fundamental Indigenous and Human Right.

To create lasting solutions, Indigenous-led housing policies must replace government-imposed structures and
consider the impacts of...

Culturally Safe Housing and

Affordability and Economic Barriers Wraparound Supports

Obstacles created by Innovative and Sustainable

Government Policies Housing Solutions



HOUSING RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR INDIGENOUS HOUSING ADVOCATES & SERVICE PROVIDERS

Establish Indigenous-led housing organizations that prioritize
cultural safety and self-determination.
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Develop cooperative housing ownership models to transition
people from subsidized to independent living.

Advocate for urban reserves and Indigenous-controlled land
acquisition for housing development.

Ensure wraparound supports (mental health, harm reduction,
employment training) are integrated into housing programs.
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Develop housing mentorship and training programs to create a EACH OF Us HAVE BRougHT
ipeline of Indigenous housing managers and decision-makers O0R HOME FIRES wiTH
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Illustrations provided by Jessica Plummer of Bridge Building Group




HOUSING RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR GOVERNMENTS AND POLICY MAKERS
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Formally recognize housing as a fundamental
Indigenous right and remove bureaucratic
barriers to Indigenous-led initiatives.

Provide long-term, flexible funding for
Indigenous-owned housing projects, including site
development costs.

Revise affordability definitions to reflect real-life
costs - including food, childcare, family size, and
regional disparities.

Remove outdated restrictions on social housing
eligibility that disproportionately exclude
Indigenous people.

Introduce legislation to cap the number of
Investment properties individuals and corporations
can own to prevent profit-driven inflation.
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End the distinctions-based approach
and ensure urban and off-reserve
Indigenous housing needs are met
equitably.

Mandate Indigenous hiring legacy
plans within housing projects to
ensure communities retain control
over their housing systems.
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Illustrations provided by Jessica Plummer of Bridge Building Group




HOUSING RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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@ Partner with Indigenous organizations to support
land acquisition and infrastructure development.

@ Adopt Indigenous-informed building standards
that reflect cultural and environmental needs.

@ Engage in meaningful consultation with Indigenous
communities before initiating any housing projects.

Illustrations provided by Jessica Plummer of Bridge Building Group




Matna!

Amanda Kilabuk,
Director-MMIWG2S+ Urban Action Group

akilabukeurbanindigenousactiongroup.ca
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